
Answers from Iceland for Denmark 

1. What is the national dish of Iceland?  

We have a few national dishes and many of them have lamb meat in them like for 

example a smoked leg of lamb. We also love dried fish and eat it like snack and of 

course skyr which is a dairy product. In the earlier days people used to love sheep 

heads, pickled sheep testicles, shark meat.. Some people still like eating these dishes 

and think of them as delicatessen. 

2. How many people live in Iceland? 

Around 300.000 people 

3. Are there many tourists in Iceland? 

Yes, we have a lot of tourists in Iceland. There is a lot to see in Iceland. 

4. How come there are so many rich people / investors in Iceland? 

We Icelanders are not afraid to take initative and are really smart. 

5. Are you scared of living so close to volcanoes? What are they called and how old are 

they? 

Nope, we aren‘t really afraid of Volcanoes because they aren’t close to our capital 

and they erupt with a long period of time in between. Our most famous Volcano is 

Hekla. 

6. Why did Iceland leave the Danish kingdom? Do you still feel that you are part of 

Denmark? 

We Icelanders just wanted to be independent, wanted to control ourselves and make 

our own decisions. And we don‘t miss being under your control, we like being an 

independent country.  

7. How is it to live so far away from other countries? [Answer not forthcoming...] 

8. Why do you play so much football when you don’t have good football facilities 

(football field, no grass etc.)? 

You people are badly mistaken, we have plenty of grass here in Iceland and our 

football facilities are built with all accessories so that even if it snows, we can play 

football inside in our stadiums.  

9. Why (and will you) go to Denmark to study? 

It was popular to go to university in Denmark in the last century (1900) when there 

was no university in Iceland, but we have universities here now so it has become less 

common, though many Icelanders still go.  

10. Do you get a lot of snow / ice in Iceland? 

In winter we can get a lot of snow, it snows mostly during November-February. 

Iceland is not covered in snow as the name indicates, so it’s a common mistake to 



think that. Some people even think we live in igloos, which is the most stupid thing 

we’ve ever heard. So yeah, we get snow which can be fun, but it is not all year 

around. 

11. Do you celebrate Christmas – and how? 

Of course we celebrate Christmas. Most of us Icelanders are religious and believe in 

Christ. 

We celebrate on the 24th December and we star early to drive our presents to our 

family and friends. Around 18:00 there is a ceremony at our churches, which is open 

for everybody. We dress nice and eat Christmas dinner and after that we open our 

presents. We celebrate Christmas very much like you do. 

12. What is it like to go to school in Iceland – at what age do you start? Is the school 

system similar to the Danish school system? Do you learn Danish at school? How 

long is a lesson? 

We start school at the age of 6 and finish in the 10th grade (age 16). It is mandatory to 

finish elementary school. Then we can choose to go to college and learn what we 

want to learn. High school commonly takes 4 years but it can differ depending on 

what you are learning, (e.g. we have to take 4 years). 

After high school you can go to university. We don’t know how the school system is in 

Denmark so we can’t compare it with ours but our teachers says our school system is 

very similar to yours. 

It is mandatory for us to learn Danish and we learn it as a 3rd language (after English 

and Icelandic). 

One lesson is 40 minutes and there is a 5 minute break after every lesson (not 

including lunch and a 15 minute break).  

13. Where does your language come from? What is you second language? 

Icelandic is the original old Norwegian. And our second language is English. 

14. What is the main religion? 

The main part of the nation is Luthern protestants. 

15. What special traditions do you have in Iceland? 

On New Years Eve we set fire to 50 millions Danish kroner worth of fireworks. 

16. Which animals live in Iceland? 

Mostly the same as in Denmark 

17. What is the average temperature in Iceland? 

The average temperature is about 7° C 

 


